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Hello! Since this is my first Posting as your new 2019-2020 SDES President, Iõd like to 

begin by introducing myself. My name is Andy Bruels and Iõm writing you from Pierre, 

where I am an Engineering Manager for the SD Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources. Although Iõve been in Pierre since 2009, Iõm originally from Winona, 

Minnesota, and received my B.S. in Civil Engineering at Minnesota State Universityñ

Mankato. My wife Stacy and I have been married for nearly 10 years and have two 

childrenñAaron (nearly 3) and Cassidy (almost 1)ñ and two Labrador retrievers. 

Although my free time is very busy with family and doing home remodeling projects, I 

also enjoy being involved in Pierreõs recreational sports leagues. I know many of you 

from work and my involvement with SDES, but look forward to getting to know you all 

better over the next year.  
 

As a member of the Central Chapter, Iõve always enjoyed being involved in our Chapterõs 

Discovery Center and Engineers Week Committees. In addition to giving me many occasions to volunteer and be 

involved in my community, SDES has provided numerous opportunities to network and earn the PDHs necessary to 

maintain my PE license. Due to such rewarding experiences with SDES, it wasnõt hard for me to accept the 

nomination to serve as a state officer and I look forward to being your President this year. As I set my goals for the 

year, Iõd like to continue to encourage new members to join and become active in the Society. However, in order to 

build our organization and draw in new members, we need to continually build the value of membership. As we 

wrap up a year of transition, with both a new membership model and a new executive director, Iõm eager to 

promote new opportunities for involvement for all our members, as we continue to advance the engineering 

profession.  
 

Before we kick off the new year, though, Iõd like to take a few minutes to wrap up the events of 2018-2019. I was 

officially sworn in as President, along with the other new state and chapter officer teams, at the 59th Annual SDES 

Conference at the very end of April. Youõll find some more information on the other new officers on the following 

pages. Thank you, in advance, to all these volunteer leaders who will be working hard for our membership this next 

year.  A special thank you to Phil Gundvaldson, who is leaving the SDES Board after numerous years of service ñ 

but has already accepted a new role on the NSPE Candidate Screening Committee. And, thank you to Past 

President Ryan Johnson for leading us through this year of change with both NSPE and SDES.  
 

A big ôCONGRATULATIONSõ is in order for our SDES Young Engineer of the Year, Krista May; our SDES Engineer of 

the Year, Lance Weatherly, and our SDES/ACEC Outstanding Engineering Achievement, the Big Sioux River Flood 

Information System submitted by RESPEC and client, SD DENR. Please be sure to congratulate these engineers 

and project teams when you see them. 
 

 And last, thank you to the Central Chapter and the exceptional Annual Conference Planning Committee who put on 

another great SDES Conference in Pierre. Itõs hard to beat a tour of the Oahe Dam and a river boat cruise on the 

same day! With a diverse group of topics, there was something for everyone. Thanks, also, to all of you who joined 

us for the event ñ itõs always great to get together with you all! 
 

Speaking of conferences, Jason Hinds, Nancy Hoines and I will be kicking off the new NSPE year by heading off to 

Kansas City for PECON, the annual NSPE Conference. We will do our best to represent SDES and will bring back all 

the news from national.   
 

Again, I look forward to the year ahead for SDES. Please, donõt ever hesitate to pick up the phone and reach out if I 

can ever answer a question, help with a problem or be of assistance. Have a safe summer!   
       

        Andy Bruels, PE,  2019-2020 SDES President 
  

The South Dakota Engineer 
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SDES Past President/ 

Nominations Committee Chair 

Ryan Johnson, PE 

Day Job: Principal Engineerñ

Water Reclamation, City of Sioux 

Falls 

Degree: BS Civil Engineering, 

South Dakota State University 
 

SDES Chapter: Eastern  

Other Offices Held: Eastern Chapter VP, Pres. Elect, 

Pres., Chapter Director, SDES VP, Pres. Elect and 

Pres. 

Name 3 Personal/Professional Benefits youõve 

received from being involved in SDES: Serving gave 

me an opportunity to meet and network with great 

people locally, regionally and nationally. I learned 

more about listening, working with others, and 

respecting different opinions. Lastly, I learned more 

about asking for help when you need it and a greater 

appreciation for those that volunteer.  

What hot button items would you like to see SDES 

accomplish during your term: My term as president is 

over, but as President, my goal was find highly 

qualified, hardworking and driven board members 

and an Executive Director to provide exceptional value 

to its members. Mission accomplished (I think)!  

Tell us a little about yourself: Although we currently 

live in Dell Rapids, I grew up on a farm south of 

Madison, SD. I graduated High School in 1994 and 

college in 2003. No, Iõm not a doctor! After college, I 

went to work for HR Green in Sioux Falls. I was hired 

by the City of Sioux Falls in June of 2011. A month 

later I got married and had a son three years later.  

Both are the highlights of my life. I love hunting, 

especially bow hunting.  

If I won a million dollars: Iõd find a way to continue 

engineering, something I thoroughly enjoy, on a part 

time basis and farm with my brother until the money 

was gone. Then go back to engineering!  

 

Meet Your New SDES and Chapter Leadership Teams! 

SDES President-Elect /NSPE 

House of Delegates 

Representative Jason Hinds, PE 

Day Job: Project Engineer, FMG 

Engineering, Rapid City 

Degree: BS Civil Engineering, 

Montana State Universityñ

Bozeman 

SDES Chapter: Black Hills 

Other Offices Held: Black Hills Chapter State Director 

Name 3 Personal/Professional Benefits youõve 

received from being involved in SDES: Networking with 

other engineers, keeping up to date on the latest 

engineering advances through conferences and PDH 

opportunities, and helping the communities we live in 

through MATHCOUNTS and other organizations or 

causes. 

What hot button items would you like to see SDES 

accomplish during your term: Iõd like to continue to 

grow our membership and accomplish better brand 

recognition for SDES/NSPE-SD. 

Tell us a little about yourself: Iõm originally from 

Aberdeen, SD, and graduated from Aberdeen High 

School. My wife, Sarah, works at an OB Clinic and we 

have two daughters ñ Lydia (3) and Allison (1). My 

hobbies include skiing, fishing, camping, changing 

diapers, etc. 

As Andy mentioned in his opening comments, the 2019-2020 SDES and Chapter leadership teams were sworn into 

office by NSPE Past President Tom Roberts at the Annual SDES Conference in Pierre on April 25th. Thank you to all 

the outgoing officers who volunteered your time and leadership skills to serve our state and chapter organizations. 

And, thank you to our new officers for stepping in to fill these new leadership roles for the upcoming year. As we 

mentioned in the last newsletter, if you are ever interested in joining a committee, serving as a committee chair or 

wish to take on a leadership role, please reach out to a state or chapter leader or Nancy Hoines for information on 

how to get involved. 

 

President Andy Bruels introduced himself in his Postings, so letõs meet the rest of the SDES Executive Boardé. 

The SDES Vice President rotates from 
Chapter to Chapter. The next Vice 
President will come from the Central 
Chapter. Are you interested or know 
someone who would be a great leader? If 
so, contact Nominations Chair Ryan 
Johnson. 
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SDES 2019-2020 Leadership Team 
 

OFFICERS 
Past President: Ryan Johnson, PE 

President: Andy Bruels, PE 

President-Elect: Jon Wiegand, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer: Gabe Laber, PE 

Black Hills Chapter State Director: Stacia Slowey, PE 

Black Hills Chapter President: Brett Belzer, PE 

Central Chapter State Director: Kayla Fawcett 

Central Chapter President: Kelli Buscher, PE 

Eastern Chapter State Director: Devin Clay, PE 

Eastern Chapter President: Krista May, PE 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Nancy Hoines, RLA 

SDES Vice President                 

Jon Wiegand, PE 

Day Job: Planning Project 

Manager, HDR, Sioux Falls 

Degrees: BS Civil Engineering, 

South Dakota State University, 

MS Iowa State University 

SDES Chapter: Eastern  

Other Offices Held: Eastern Chapter President 

Name 3 Personal/Professional Benefits youõve 

received from being involved in SDES: SDES has 

accentuated my understanding of the importance of 

professional licensure. Being involved has given me 

the opportunity to meet and work with several 

engineers across various disciplines and specialties 

within civil engineering.  Since my interest and role is 

focused on traffic and planning, I donõt get a chance 

to work with engineers in other disciplines such as 

water, wastewater, etc. SDES also provides a great 

opportunity to give back to the engineering profession 

and community.    

What hot button items would you like to see SDES 

accomplish during your term: Being new to the 

Executive Board, I look forward to getting acclimated 

to the business of the state organization and working 

with the rest of the team to identify and address our 

priorities.  

Tell us a little about yourself: I grew up in Grand 

Island, NE, and, prior to moving to Sioux Falls,  held a 

variety of positions with City, State and Federal 

governments. My wife, Michelle, and I have three 

childrenñBraelynn (8), Amelia (6) and Lucas (4). Time 

outside of work generally involves the kidsõ events 

and yard work but, when there is some free time, my 

hobbies include golf, bicycling, sporting events and 

horse racing. 

SDES Secretary/Treasurer      

Gabe Laber, PE 

Day Job: Senior Project Manager 

Water/Wastewater, HDR, Sioux 

Falls 

Degree: BS Civil Engineering, SD 

School of Mines & Technology 

SDES Chapter: Eastern 

Other Offices Held: Eastern Chapter VP & Event 

Coordinator 

Name 3 Personal/Professional Benefits youõve 

received from being involved in SDES: For me, itõs the 

networking, getting to know other engineers on a 

personal level and not just the work side. I also enjoy 

the PDHs I get and learning about new things. I like 

being involved with this organization and being able to 

give back. I know everyone is busy, but I want to help 

continue to grow our organization and help it move 

forward.  

What hot button items would you like to see SDES 

accomplish during your term: Membership value is 

important to me. Iõm excited to have Nancy on board 

for her second year and to see how we can move our 

group forward.   

Tell us a little about yourself: Iõm originally from 

Parkston, SD, and currently live in Brandon. My wife, 

Kristi, and I have eight year old boy/girl twins, Briley 

and Brayden. I enjoy hunting and watching our kids 

participate in all kinds of activities (baseball, softball, 

hockey, soccer, football, basketball, dance).   

Tell us something people may not know about you: I 

broke my wrist pole vaulting in my junior year of 

college. I was able to get a medical red shirt, allowing 

me another year of eligibility. My fifth year of college, I 

transferred to USD to take business classes and 

compete on the track team with my sister, who was a 

freshman. Then, I transferred back at the end of the 

year.   

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Awards: Bradley Ludens, PE 

Design Professionals Coalition:  

Laurie Schultz, PE and  Ray Pierson, PE 

Endowment Promotion: TJ Yerdon, PE 

Licensure: Brian Jenner, PE 

MATHCOUNTS: Jesse Morris, PE 

Membership: Nancy Hoines, RLA 

Nominations: Ryan Johnson, PE 

SD Local Transportation Assistance Program:  

Jason Kjenstad, PE 

University and Public Relations:  

Duane Boice, PE, and Christopher Shearer, Ph.D. 
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SDES and Chapter Leadership Teams (continued)é. 

2019-2020 Leadership Team 
 

Past President: Rick Bell, PE 

President: Brett Belzer, PE 

President Elect: Doug Noyes, PE 

Vice President: Rachel Caesar, FE 

Secretary/Treasurer: Chris Bailey, PE 

State Director: Stacia Slowey, PE 

2019-2020 Leadership Team 
 

Past President: Lance Weatherly, PE 

President: Krista May, PE 

President Elect: Ben Scholtz, PE 

Vice President: Gabe Laber, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer: Joshua Peterson, PE 

State Director: Devin Clay, PE 

2019-2020 Leadership Team 
 

Past President: Kyle Kurth 

President: Kelli Buscher, PE 

1st Vice President: John Ullmann, PE 

2nd Vice President: Kathleen Grigg 

Secretary/Treasurer: Brandon Carda, FE 

State Director: Kayla Fawcett 

Below: A very serious group of new state and chapter officers take their oath in front of their peers, during the lunch 

session at the annual conference. Left to right are: NSPE Past President Tom Roberts, SDES President Andy Bruels, 

SDES President Elect Jason Hinds, SDES Secretary/Treasurer Gabe Laber, Black Hills Chapter Past President Rick 

Bell, Central Chapter (CC) Past President Kyle Kurth, CC President Kelli Buscher, CC 1st Vice President John Ullmann, 

CC 2nd Vice President Kathleen Grigg, CC Secretary/Treasurer Brandon Carda, CC State Director Kayla Fawcett, 

Eastern Chapter (EC) President Krista May and EC Past President Lance Weatherly.  



Phil Gundvaldson, PE, a partner in Infrastructure Design Group, Inc. and past SDES President, has been elected to 

serve as the é...representative on the NSPE Candidate Screening Committee (CSC). The CSC is tasked with reviewing 

the nominations for national officers, interviewing the nominees and screening and evaluating the qualifications of 

the nominees for office. Typically, the candidates being screened are for the offices of NSPE President-Elect and 

NSPE Treasurer. The screening process is meant to insure the candidates have the necessary credentials, experience 

and personality needed to serve in these national roles. The Committee is typically chaired by the NSPE Past 

President and is composed of six licensed NSPE members representing each of the six regions.  

 

Gundvaldson will serve a one-year term on the national committee and was elected from four candidates to represent 

the North Central Region of NSPE membership. The North Central Region is comprised of Kansas, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.  

 

Congratulations, Phil, on being elected to this national role. Thank you for your willingness to serve and represent the 

region! 
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Gundvaldson Elected to NSPE Candidate Screening Committee 

SDES Leadership to Attend PECON in Kansas City 
SDES President Andy Bruels, President Elect Jason Hinds and Executive Director Nancy Hoines will be representing 

NSPE-SD/SDES at the Professional Engineers Conference (PECON) in Kansas City, July 17-21. Hinds also serves as 

the House of Delegates representative for NSPE-SD/SDES and will cast South Dakotaõs vote in the House of 

Delegates meeting during the Conference. In addition to meeting with leadership from other states, the trio will also 

attend the North Central Regionõs meeting during the conference. Hoines will also participate in the State Society 

Executive Council meetings  with other state executives.  

 

If any other members are attending the conference, please let Nancy Hoines know, so we can all get together in 

Kansas City. 


