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TO ADD A CALENDAR ITEM PLEASE CONTACT ABBY NELSON @ ABBY.NELSON@HDRINC.COM 

Upcoming Events: 

March 12th, Eastern Chapter Meeting at Pizza Ranch  

- Nadim Wehbe, Phd, PE, SDSU Civil Engineering 

Department Head, John M. Hanson Professor of 

Structural and Construction Engineering, MPC     

Program Director  
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/OUTREACH IN CELEBRATION OF E-WEEK 
ERIN STEEVER, PE 
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We kicked off our E-Week engagements ear-
ly this year with the return of our involvement 
in Free First Fridayôs at the Kirby Science 
Discovery Center here in Sioux Falls.   

The event was a hit, and luckily, the weather 
was in our favor!  Warm temperatures on Fri-
day, February 1, 2019 brought out the mass-
es.  701 guests walked through the doors of 
the Science Center on Friday evening.  In 
southeastern South Dakota, I canôt think of a 
better way to connect with and educate the 
general public about the wide range of oppor-
tunities a career in civil engineering holds 
than this single event.  Weôre so grateful to 
the Washington Pavilion for their continued 
partnership with SDES for E-Week outreach! 

Along with the high attendance, we had record breaking 
volunteers and engineers with their families at the event.  
It was pretty fun to see the creations that were built and 
explored.  SDES volunteers were joined by students 
from New Tech High and volunteers from the ASCE 
Easter Branch.   

Four civil engineering activity stations were brought into 
the Science Stage area of the KSDC for the event: A 
Suspension Bridge building activity, an interactive Di-
verging Diamond Interchange model, a climbing engi-
neer motion art activity, and an engaging engineering 
matching game. 

Our first suspension bridge undertaking was managed 
by Abby Nelsonôs seven year-old daughter, and assisted 
by Lee Kaffar for the evening.  We see a promising fu-
ture for this young lady to follow in her momôs footsteps 
as a successful engineer.   

The mock 41
st
 Street and I-29 Diverging Diamond Inter-

change canvas was the talk of the evening.  While the 
engineers explained the exciting and driver-friendly changes that will take place at this interchange in the 
near future, the younger kids tested it out with matchbox cars.  Nearby, they had the opportunity to design 
their own interchange using pencil and paper.   

We also had a real safety harness to supplement an active art project, a climbing engineer made out of 
paper, straws and a penny for weight.  We found this activity worked better with the taller climbs.   

And lastly, there was a ñWhat kind of Engineer am I?ò matching game that a few New Tech High students 
enjoyed leading.  Several engineering disciplines were laid on the table, and the kids shuffled through op-
portunities that they matched to each engineering discipline to see where their interests and backgrounds 
could lead them to in an engineering career someday. 

FREE FIRST FRIDAY VOLUNTEERS: Deidra Beck, Kari Drake, Aaron Fagerness, Lee Kaffar, Krista May, 
Abby Nelson, Jedidiah Reimnitz, Erin Steever, Nick VanWye, Lance Weatherly 



PAGE 6 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/OUTREACH IN CELEBRATION OF E-WEEK 

ERIN STEEVER, PE 

PAGE 6 SDES EASTERN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

Also, new this year, three of our engineers stepped 
into two underserved after school programs to talk 
about traffic modeling and drainage through the Action 
Arts and Science Program at the Washington Pavilion.     

     

AASP AFTERSCHOOL CARE SITE VISIT VOLUN-
TEERS: Phil Gundvalson at Harmony SD at St Jo-
sephôs Cathedral; Lee Kaffar and Nick VanWye at 
Laura B. Anderson 

 

We appreciate each and every one of our volunteers 
and those that came out to enjoy the Free First Friday 
event, helping SDES to engage with the attendees 
and bring awareness to the field of engineering.  

 

If you missed the February events, weôve extended 
our programing into March with the Action Arts and 
Science Program for an evening at the Kirby Science 
Discovery Center on Friday, March 8

th
, and two after-

school care site visits available on March 19 and 21
st
.  

Contact Erin for more information at 
erins@bannerassociates.com or by phone                  
at 855-323-6342. 

mailto:erins@bannerassociates.com
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hƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нл {59{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘΣ ŎƻƻƪŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ 
.ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нлл ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŜȅŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘǊǳŘƎŜŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƛƴŜ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ рΥолŀƳΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿŀƉŜǎΣ ŜƎƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ  !ǘ 
сΥолŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ DǳŜǎǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥллŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ǿŀǎ Ϸплл ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ Ϸпсл Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ hǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
Ŏƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ Ŭƭƭǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΤ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ 
Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊΗ 
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On behalf of the South Dakota Engineering Society, I want to thank all those that volunteered and contributed fi-

nancially to this yearõs program.  Your contribution helped ensure another successful program on the local level.  

This yearõs competition was held on February 21, 2019 at Southeast Technical Institute in Sioux Falls.   

The first-place team was Edison Middle School from Sioux Falls and the second-place team was Sacred Heart 

Middle School from Yankton.  The top 2 teams and top 4 individuals (1 from Edison MS, 2 from Patrick Henry MS, 

and 1 from Yankton MS) from the chapter competition advance to the state competition in Pierre on March 9th.  

There they will compete against the top students from 2 other chapters in the state.  The top four individuals from 

the State Competition will represent South Dakota at the 2019 Raytheon MATHCOUNTS National Competition in 

Orlando, FL, May 11th - 14 th.   

Thanks to the following businesses for their financial contribution to this yearõs competition: 

Banner Associates    HDR Engineering 

Bartlett & West     HR Green 

BX Civil & Construction    Infrastructure Design Group 

Carl V. Carlson Company   Journey Group 

Core & Main     JSA Consulting Engineers 

DGR Engineering    KLJ 

Geotek Engineering & Testing   KMS Engineering 

Stockwell Engineers   

Thank you to the following volunteers for helping with this yearõs competition: 

Brad Ludens     Karin Lang 

Jon Wiegand     Aaron Fagerness 

Chris Jibben     Kari Drake 

Ben Scholtz     Abby Nelson 

Lance Weatherly    Beth Kassing & 3 students 

Michele Nielson 

Thank you again for supporting the MATHCOUNTS program in South Dakota. Your help is greatly appreciated! 
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Edison Middle School Mathletes 

Sacred Heart Middle School 2nd Place Team  

Sprint Round Testing  
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As part of the 2018-2019 scholarship program, the SDES-Eastern Chapter awarded three $2000 
Engineering Scholarships out of 45 applicants to the following high school seniors:   
 

 
Logan Wolf, from Sioux Falls, SD, partici-
pates in many extracurricular activities including 
choir, football, track, powerlifting, band, Boy 
Scouts, and volunteering.  Loganôs most satisfy-
ing achievement has been becoming an Eagle 
Scout where he was able to provide his service 
to the community through multiple scouting 
projects including building shelving units that 
solved a major storage issue for a local home-
less shelter.  Loganôs interest in engineering 
started at a young age with a love for building 
things.  His ultimate goal as an engineer is to 
improve upon existing technologies in exoskele-
ton and prosthetic science to help and protect 
people in hazardous career fields such as the 
military.  Logan plans on attending South Dako-
ta State University to study Mechanical and Bio-
medical Engineering. 
 

 
 
Cassidy Sjovall, from Burbank, SD, has excelled academically as a senior at Beresford 
High School where she ranks 3rd in her class 
and participates in a number of activities.  
Some of these activities include quiz bowl, 
National Honor Society, volunteering, and 
cheerleading for football and basketball.  
Cassidyôs toughest struggle in high school 
has been adjusting to life without her moth-
er who passed away in January 2017.  
Though it was difficult to focus on activities 
and school, she knew her mom would want 
her to keep moving forward.  Cassidy has 
persevered to stay optimistic and continues 
to work hard in school where she maintains 
a perfect GPA and scored high on her ACT.  
Cassidyôs interest in engineering comes 
from her father and grandfather who are 
engineers along with her desire to create 
new, innovative products.  Cassidy plans on 
attending South Dakota School of Mines and Technology to study either Chemical or Biomedical 
Engineering.   
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Mercedes Mesman, from Emery, SD, attends 
Bridgewater-Emery High School where she ranks 4th in 
her class. She participates in many activities including Na-
tional Honor Society, FFA, journalism, yearbook, oral in-
terpretation, cheerleading, color guard, and choir.  The 
achievement that has given Mercedes the most satisfac-
tion was being announced state champions at the State 
FFA convention and then going on to compete in the 91st 
National FFA Convention and Expo to compete in the Milk 
Quality and Products Career Development Event (CDE).  
This was the first time their chapter had ever qualified for 
a national CDE.  Ever since Mercedes was young, she has 
always tried to create different concoctions and figure out 
how new technologies and machinery works.  With an in-
terest in science and medicine, Mercedes will be pursuing 
a Biomedical Engineering degree at the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology. 
 
 
In 2018, the Eastern Chapter sponsored two $1000 Engineering Scholarships at South Dakota 
State University.  To qualify, students must be entering their junior or senior year and major under 
the College of Engineering.  The two recipients selected by SDSU faculty were Cody Gravenhof and 
Justin Nixon both majoring in Mechanical Engineering.  
 
Also, in 2018, the Eastern Chapter sponsored a $450 Engineering Scholarship which was made 
available through a permanent endowed fund held within the South Dakota Community Founda-
tion.  Ryan Fick was the recipient selected by the Scholarship Committee and he presently attends 
South Dakota State University planning to major in Electrical Engineering.      
 
Congratulations to all of this yearôs SDES - Eastern Chapter Scholarship Recipients! 
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ENGINEERING AWARDS BANQUET PHOTOS 
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A special Thank You to everyone who was able to attend the Engineering Awards 

Banquet on Saturday, February 23rd. A fun time was had by allñcelebrating the 

scholarship winners, award winners and trying to be Casino Night winners.  
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2018-2019 OFFICERS AND 

CHAIRPERSONS 

Officers 

President Lance Weatherly, PE 

President Elect Krista May, PE 

Vice President  Ben Scholtz, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer Josh Peterson, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)   Devin Clay, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)    Riley Rinehart, PE 

State Director                         Aaron Norman, PE 

Past President                   Jon Wiegand, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee          Lee Kaffar, BA 

Mathcounts                            Krista May, PE 

Scholarship                            Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 E-Week Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social Gabe Laber, PE 

 Golf Outing Gabe Laber, PE 

 Awards Banquet Jedidiah Reimnitz, EIT  

Awards                                  Wes Philips, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                      Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                          Abby Nelson, PE 

Webex Login Instructions 

1. Navigate your internet browser to: 
https://sdes-eastern.webex.com 

2. Select ñClassic Viewò from the left 
column. 

3. Select ñAttend a Meetingò 

4. Find the meeting in the ñSearch 
Meetingsò Section. 

5. Click the ñRegisterò link by the 
Monthly Meeting. 

6. Fill in your first name, last name, 
email address and hit the ñRegister Nowò 
button at the bottom. 

7. A registration email will be sent with 
all the information to log into the meet-
ing. 

For any and all newsletter articles, additions, ed-
its, corrections, and important dates contact: 

     Abby Nelson, PE 
     HDR 
     6300 S. Old Village Place, Suite 100 
     Sioux Falls, SD  57108-2102 
     605-977-7753 
     Abby.Nelson@hdrinc.com 
 
For all State Society membership information and 
other business, contact: 

    Nancy Hoines 
    SDES Executive Director 
    PO Box 1076 
    Pierre, SD 57501 
    605-951-1004 
    sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com 
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Eastern Chapter of SDES Goals 

To promote the licensed practice of engineering and to 
provide learning opportunities that enable licensed 
engineers to maintain practice competency; 

To maintain high ethical standards for the practice of en-
gineering and lead the profession in adhering to 
these principles: 

To protect the public health, safety, and welfare; while 
being good stewards of the environment; 

To incorporate engineering principles and perspectives 
in government decisions that protect the public; and 

To consider community service a professional obligation. 

SDES Mission Statement 

SDES is the state society of engineers 

from all disciplines that promotes the 

ethical and competent practice of engi-

neering, advocates licensure, enhanc-

es the image of its members, and ad-

vocates legislation and public policy for 

the betterment of human welfare and 

the profession.  

https://sdes-eastern.webex.com
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact Abby Nelson at: Abby.Nelson@hdrinc.com, or 605-977-7753.   

The cost for a standard business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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The cost for a standard business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 

PAGE 20 SDES EASTERN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 



PAGE 21 SDES EASTERN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact Abby Nelson at: Abby.Nelson@hdrinc.com, or 605-977-7753.   
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