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WebEx: In addition to 
our monthly in-person 
presentation, the meet-
ings will also be broad-
cast on WebEx.      
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Happy Holidays!  I'm writing this not long after I cleared off my sidewalks after 
our first snow of the season. Typically, I grumble when we get the white stuff on 
the ground. But this time I'm looking on the bright side because we really need-
ed the moisture. I will be looking forward to a white Christmas this year.  

  

We have a couple of volunteer opportunities for you coming up. Mathcounts is 
coming up on February 23rd and is a great opportunity to meet future engi-
neers. If you are interested in helping, please reach out to Krista May at 605-
929-0267 or kristam@infrastructuredg.com. We are also bringing back the mini 
golf challenge for E-Week this year. Show off your creativity and construction 
talents by building a mini golf hole for the event. Please talk with Erin Steever 
(erin.steever@bartwest.com or 605-373-5915) for more information.  

  

It is also that time of year when we want to recognize the people and the pro-
jects that are making an impact on our industry. We are looking for nominations 
for Young Engineer of the Year, Engineer of the Year, and Outstanding Engi-
neering Achievement awards. Winners will be recognized at our awards ban-
quet in February. If you have someone you'd like to nominate, please reach out 
to Wes Phillips at wphilips@siouxfalls.org or 605-367-8657.  

  

The annual conference is going to be held in Pierre this year. They have 
reached out looking for speakers. If you have a great topic you would love to 
share, please reach out to Nancy (sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com) to let her 
know you'd be interested in presenting.  

  

Finally, I want to thank Brian Cooper with Maguire 
Iron for giving us a presentation last month about 
his company. It's always great to hear about local 
companies succeeding. This month we won't have a 
regular lunch meeting. But I hope everybody can 
make it to the winter social. It is on December 15th 
starting at 4:30 PM at remedy brewing. Hope to see 
everybody there!  

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBER: 
 
 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY SCOTT LAVOY, PE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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• NO Eastern Chapter December Monthly Mee�ng this Month 

• Winter Social— Winter Social— Thursday, December 15th At Rem-

edy Brewing Company 

• SAVE THE DATE– MATHCOUNTS, February 23rd, 2023 in Sioux Falls 

• SAVE THE DATE—SDES Annual Conference, April 4-6, 2023 in Sioux 

Falls 

• SAVE THE DATE—E-Week 2023 Outreach Event-2nd Annual Mini-

Golf Challenge– February 18th, 2022 

December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
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SDES EASTERN CHAPTER: CALL FOR SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICANTS 
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Eastern Chapter Scholarships  

  

High School Seniors 

The Eastern Chapter will award $2000 Engineering Scholarships in 2023. Appli-

cants should be high school seniors and must be planning on attending an engi-

neering program at either South Dakota School of Mines and Technology or South 

Dakota State University. Applicants must have attended a high school in 

the Eastern Chapter area. The Eastern Chapter’s Scholarship Committee chooses 

the recipients. The application form may be obtained through the link below. Appli-

cations must be mailed and postmarked by January 14, 2023 to be considered. The 

scholarship recipient is presented with an award at the Chapter’s annual Engineer-

ing Banquet usually held in mid-February. 

http://www.sdes.org/page-1323679
VJAIN
Text Box
EASTERN CHAPTER HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

http://www.sdes.org/resources/Documents/Eastern%20Chapter/Scholarship/2023%20SDES%20EC%20Scholarship%20Application.pdf


SDES EASTERN CHAPTER: CALL FOR SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICANTS 
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ENGINEERING AWARDS 

 

 

Every year, the Eastern Chapter of SDES presents awards for Young Engineer of the Year, 

Engineer of the Year and Outstanding Engineering Achievement (Project) at our annual 

Awards Banquet during Engineer’s Week. Nomination forms will be sent out in December 

and are due in January. Please begin thinking about engineers and projects in the Eastern 

Chapter that deserve recognition for a job well done! Contact Wes Philips at 

wphilips@siouxfalls.org or 605-367-8657 with questions. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

• Save the Date: The SDES Annual Conference will be hosted by 

the SDES Central Chapter in Pierre on April 4-6, 2023. The Con-

ference Planning Committee is looking for great speakers on a 

wide array of engineering topics. Please reach out to Nancy at the 

SDES Office (sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com) if you are inter-

ested in presenting or have a recommendation for a speaker or 

topic. 

• Save the date: MATHCOUNTS 
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Save the Date: Winter Social. 
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Save the Date: E-Week 2023 Outreach Event: 2nd Annual Mini-Golf 

Challenge 

We’re planning on a 2nd Annual Mini-golf Challenge.  For those that didn’t get your mini-golf hole built last 

year, here’s your chance!  Those that did, you can simply re-enter as is or modify what you brought for 

round 2!  The date is yet to be set, however, we’re shooting for the long holiday weekend in February 

again to take advantage of the anticipated higher foot traffic at the mall.   

When: February 18, 2023, tentatively set 

Where: Sioux Empire Mall, Sioux Falls 

What: 1-3 volunteers and an engineering themed portable mini-golf hole 

Send your questions and RSVPs to erin.steever@bartwest.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2022-2023 OFFICERS AND 
CHAIRPERSONS 

Officers 

President Josh Peterson, PE 

President Elect Devin Clay, PE 

Vice President  Riley Rinehart, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer Scott LaVoy, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)    Elizabeth Sobania, EIT  

Chapter Director(2nd term)   Kent Ode, PE 

State Director                         Abby Nelson, PE 

Past President                   Gabe Laber, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee          Lee Kaffar, BA 

Mathcounts                            Krista May, PE 

Scholarship                            Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 E-Week Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social Kent Ode, PE 

 Golf Outing Kent Ode, PE 

 Awards Banquet Jedidiah Reimnitz, PE  

Awards                                  Wes Philips, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                      Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                          Vani Jain 

Membership List Myron Adam, PE 

Webex Login Instructions 

No meeting this month. 

 

Hope to see you at the Winter Social! 

 

 

 

 

 

For any and all newsletter articles, additions, ed-
its, corrections, and important dates contact: 

     Vani Jain, Water/Wastewater Coordinator  
     HDR 
     101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401 
     Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
     605-782-8140 
     Vani.Jain@hdrinc.com 
 
For all State Society membership information and 
other business, contact: 

    Nancy Hoines 
    SDES Executive Director 
    PO Box 1076 
    Pierre, SD 57501 
    605-951-1004 
    sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com 
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Eastern Chapter of SDES Goals 

To promote the licensed practice of engineering and to 
provide learning opportunities that enable licensed 
engineers to maintain practice competency; 

To maintain high ethical standards for the practice of en-
gineering and lead the profession in adhering to 
these principles: 

To protect the public health, safety, and welfare; while 
being good stewards of the environment; 

To incorporate engineering principles and perspectives 
in government decisions that protect the public; and 

To consider community service a professional obligation. 

SDES Mission Statement 

SDES is the state society of engineers 

from all disciplines that promotes the 

ethical and competent practice of engi-

neering, advocates licensure, enhanc-

es the image of its members, and ad-

vocates legislation and public policy for 

the betterment of human welfare and 

the profession.  
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact Vani Jain at: Vani.Jain@HDRINC.com, or 605-782-8140 
The cost for a standard business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 

Thank you for your support of SDES! Advertisement Sponsorships 
are available in our monthly newsletter. The newsletter is distributed 
to over 200 members of the chapter and posted on the SDES web-
site. If you are interested in having your advertisement here, please 
contact Nancy Hoines via phone: 605-951-1004  
or email: sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com. 


